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mm KGOHCKtCS MP THE IDEA 


At 

t , Qf 
Which mm 


timt -it lis* .-^fi^SM^I^ 'i^ls s^cs^lm imt- i«eaa was n 
I 



l% ims ihc)t#ft ^litl' me type of education 
was unsuitable for women. They neit&J^r ha4 the. mind 

■it,;, to' iiBa«j^k« it.* »j 

i»Ptf * W«*# isl»ee mm-- Is the home, 
women to n^age theiy imms lorop^ly, was the firet^ 


studj^bg ms Si^eloi^irfc of a Home Economics Department in a small 
womb's col3-C!g^^ I wlXX try to. ^mmt- ^»s#big®ij to M 

Sweet Briar College (then called Sweet Briar Institute^) qpmM 

feci^aiitg' l# itrape^ ftpiiT' e^te^; a ti^^p^^MHi -B*^ ^-aSf^fes,,,. 
First titled Dcmestic Science;^ it offered courses in. foo^, clothing^i 

Wml0lSmM<sa±ca, thet^^nm only three courses being offered; foods, 
(Hetetlcs and househpXd mm^m^t ,^ Uja^eir either Utle, t*MM?e 

Modern Languages, Ancient Languages, History and Economics, Mathematics 
and ;^jQiyslcs, m^ &^Xm^s^J ^ flrat ^?«uc Domestic ^teice m» 

^'Itet' tine' mmmm- iMl4 not t^tiHstt^ 

Q 

of Arts Degree. The second year a "General Requirement" 
was announced which &^%m ^% 8tud<ents au3t taike, ",«.fiyfi full 


2 


m to m it^b«««tiftg ^^eStion : , If 
Economics coursee do not count for a degree, t^en Vhy Qtt^ 

It was Mrs. J. C. WilllamB '"""^ opinion that President Benedict 

11 


Mf^m^: '^^e^ms^mm%* mm- %&X%me0. tha moMm «-t^fea iti ^ Will ^'a 
desire for instruction in this type of education. There is no such 

-tuti'oa -f^mt -^a^B', Ism^ i^e^ %m #wBisi^ m to what type -to tihe Dir- 

12 

ectors she appointed. Sh# them a broad outline to follow 


^% shall h& 1^ general scope and objeo* Of tlSie School 
to ImpSirfc to Its students such an etemMon in sound 
learning, and such physical, moral, and religious train- 
lag fits shall in the judgment of the Directors best fit 


Be£e37ezice& to cura*lculum, in the early Board of Directors meetings, 
Xk 



nmsM ^ '^Im^'y i hem: #0% it * cm 
was a Home Economics Departauent in the beginning. Knowing that the 

HOB her wIa^. Ibis wish may actually have been ex- 
verbally to <?m pr all of the plrectprs before her de^th, 

iN^inlng in Hesse Sconondcs necessary In a wcnnan's education. 

% beileve It was %. cqmteJ^tioti of %im t^Q* At that time ver^r 

i« Mmo, it Is 


at home. fmX time maids, cooks and housekeepers wert 
rme rtther thaa ^^^l^ i^t ^ t^. m foirt tfeen, 
Wf iewd^ l^onc^dcs ^s'started, hut what its PURPOSE was? 
Me Econc^Gs' mi^ pttrj^se to mmm la the «^©Xe* 

fc^ W« ^T Home Economics is not so easy to pinpoint. Changes 
in society, a Wom W^, snd ^frage lorfiS^^ sU ^fi^ a p^t 
i*fi mmm. A ip^nted the College C^talo©^ 

IR 1921, reflects one change. It states; 

The department of Home Economics is designed to Fit 
students for the intelligent and scientic managraent 
of their homes am mm-^ tone as the hasis of 
action to lead them out as eympathitic and laeful 
members of their respective communities. ''■^ 

lie*' fsmmxti^%y as ireil , 

The inclusion of a B&m MmomiQm Jk^m^a^t im mmm 

education/,. Jtiat only in History, English, the Arts and Science, hut 
aXflo in ^ ^meUesl sMm ^ m I» mm vmm {-fe^ 

■mmm. m Ml when she 


Home Economics, not based primarily on cooking, and sofe 
including textiles of any kind, hut dealing with h\4«- 
^tlng, int«9^to a«^^ti<m, mSi mvmteA forms of 
cooking, is an integral part of the regular college 
curriculum, just as it is a normal payt of the life of 


Why then vas the Home Economics De^iartment discontlRued? Did 


k 


»fmm the purpose of the Home Economics Department was 

m mm^-'^m^%^mm *»vlng a Departeaent CALLED Home 
EcoDoraicsj even though It carried nc credit. 



mm^ m aiscuaslon on whether Home Economics courses should he. 
mmm&ce^ acad^c. It as decided stoild ^ m m mm 
A m '""mmmm Wmmmm^ c^- m mx me mpartment was 
further qualified hy this statement: "Beginning September 1913 all 

pmmm Wk, m.U ^ Mmt^^ms^.^^ me ps^m^ i^lch lead to 
^is, and the poeslble consequences^ were clearly jointed cait in a 

letter mm wm^m^M i<^i|^ to m mmm ia m^. mm feit: 


„ realize the idea 
^t as an educational institution, namely 
ifeould he an institution of collegiate 
% to cut ^ elementary work in 

Domestic Science in ord®r put ■■■^^9 
the regular work,., 20 

Xt BmmB of tBie 


college students, vhile 16 were preparing for college work^and 190 

21 


wea?fi 


.ft 


• X^i. Students had not ^ 
l^ken high school work, would not take pre-college work; hut rather, 
would tafef e^i^ M s«fe m #«. iM aiad^ waiter 

serious charge against t^e Home Economics Departmt* It »oe^, 
and with reaa^, that 41« liift Jw^^isg t^ ^a^^^^ttt itlii^Stt^tf of 

'M Seoe Sconomlcs ' 




door, )>x^ also met r^^st yjLtfe the stato^ of tWi t|«e* 

mr^a^^ m '©^-^^ nm •■m^: m (Welder how 

a numt)er of dei)artments, Includir^ Bom Economics. It 

fiiSie 'tbat tn , had large departments with laboratories 
3?ractlcal wpx*^, it vas 

Me by the Co^ttee on Currlculum^^ ^^^^^ faculty 
on May 1927,.^^. m ■^m^Umim^: '^m^. ^mm. m& m m<mismM^im$ 

im ^.-..^^m^^mme^- ■s^m^'^r^-'mfM 'isr ■baling with 

the problem of the Home Kconomics B^^emmnt. Either enlarge it %q 

itmm ±% ^her deiartoiMal^. ^ ve see in the 

January I928 report, the latter vm^ 
Jai^n^ry .a^j^^'j 

5^ Betpartnent of Worn ^moadcB is to be discon- 
tinued: Much of the material heret6f<3a?e ^^v^ is 
that department will be presented In the courses 
following. In place of Home Economics 1-2 (Foods) 
there will be a course 1d^' 
partment. The Chemistrf ©f' Poods and Nutrltutlon 
13-1^... In place of Hob» iec^micB 5-6 (jiouse-hold 

two courses of one semester each; as follows. 
Iteonomics IS Household Economics. . .Sociology 8 The 


Thus the Home Economics Department is demolished^ but the material 
ilv^ ia it is aiiSJi ^^MMM fSiA U mm ^aeea^eeWae* 
the 6f ^ ^^ti^mmm^'mum which it is taught. M-s 

seems to suggest that women still should learn about Home EconoadcB, 


6 


-t^^^f ^m^^S^m^me mm recorded. We must also remember 
hl^ school e^ucj^tiPn was mm aeea^tea ■mm "te^. Is effe©fe^ 
it -^^^ vmk ®r ili' 'liMi^i^:' ^mm mmmm. Has 

thlB destruction of Home Economics effected any change U to Xdm of 
#ducati€i» £^ WQW^I' 

1 -^^^ ^sfifift^^g words used to describe education 

for women does not change the idea.' In 18IO Bl*jok KLetcher^^ wrofee 
to M#- ^^te^i iena^: toa. tm&k m^Lmt&Q.^ 

Bmmmmmt ^lm:te-m first education of children and ought to he 
qualified to instruct lam, cort«e*a^, "^"^ Ssus Mr. MX0mm% Mm of 

mm ^ 'tern., im- ae#^^ that 

This same idea was stated by Indiana Fletcher 
Williams in her Mill. !Km ig^m mm **vM:U5^im mm^s of - 
9oeie%^, . J* ki^iM, ^ lilea of fog? wsasen was to give them 

the knowleagi to fit into what was currently considered tiieir BKicepted 
t> n^M m^m ^ m% ^eUm^. 

mm i« texe toiSagr. A w^tement of mission recently presented by 
Sweet Briar CoUege states; "Sweet Briar i,9 a f^-^sew^ SMde^eM^ 

%«r8 of Boci^."^ This statement follows the same idea of educate \ 
ion for women, but m '^-Qle'irisi Oeflnisd* " 


Liberial Arts Education, such as Sweet Briar's, enables one to fit are 
mmr' Its ^oal was eta^ well ^ Um, (mmm^ X^k^ lue a 


acter Is the goal. 


.30 


1^ equi] 
A woman's clioice^ 

i§ -tee 


ana char- 
ier wai^ted. It 
)3;e ' sMt..iiP' Wi- 


^ it m 

tn s ^^teiwt policy, 
4a 1901, the Board of Sweet Briar refers to adapting the study pro. 
to -Uje. '\ , .needs aa^d mm^MA^m ©f ^ f^ay^ 



are no longer ^ise#tlOTagd as 
we quote, agatti tmm the mission statement: 'Vhile ^mmilsiim 
distinctive ^m±m #f tte cac* 

teaoiwj; no gend^^ *^ 

The idea of \rmm not .^Mi^d, 1^ Mm 


el»^. ^ foundation of all education is to prepare people, 
or women, to Uve in ^ imU wt&ma^ 


men 


NOTES 


M t&ls paper woiad have been without the valuable help of' 
MSB Dorothy Jester, Mr. mm We^ieX, Mr. Ruesel mpe^ Mr. 
Gerald Berg, and most of all Mr. Roscoe Fit^j MZ t;^ v^Bm % 
wish to take this opportunity to thank. 

ThlB is the eMe type of approach that Hem 'Mmh vimed. tf£ 
The Royal Touch, thou^ r^pt as well I'm sure. He studied the 
healing powers of Kings ifi Western Europe in order to discover 
an insight Into King's undisputed mM omt ^ia* »iajiec*.s«w 
the great loyalty they received. 

Indiana Fleteh^ Williams, who ^mMi-W»^ '^§m-^- ^^^^^ 
the scKool be called Sweet Briar Institute. After it was de- 
elded sweet Briar w<»aia be a collegiate school, the word college 


Sweet Briar College Cataloj 


le. 1906-11. "First Year Book of 

The title of this department ims ©hanged three times . In I910 
its title was changed ^'Wms iemcmdcsj In I912 it was changed 
back to Domestic Science; and In I917 changed again to Home 
1^°^°^^^' which it keft to the end in 1926. In this paper 
"""" ' ' ^ Science will be used interchange- 



^iweet Bri ar College Cataloi^ . 1928-1932. Home Economics is no 

0yeet Briar College Catalogue. I906-I932. (5 Vols.) Other 
Ifejors such a») Philosophy, J^B^B^S^nr^, is^_ ■Mmmti^^ were 
aiSSed^ but »era? m^e in a^ee 1^e^id;^c#* 

From 1906 to 191f m M^t<^ ^ J«b wa& ^ cmiy degree offer- " 
ed by Sweet Briar. In I917 a Bachelor of Science was added. 
In 1935 the Bachelor of Science was discontinued, currently ft 


1 


Sweet ^i^^ £g^efge Ca-^om^^ I906-II, "Second Year Book of 


Jessamine Chapman Williams. "The Domestic Science Department." 



hands of trustees, whom she appointed, for the f o^OiM^ 
Sweet Briar in the memory of her daughter Daisy. 


I^rustees: Right Reverend A. M. Randolph, D. D., LL. D., of 
Norfolk, Virginia; Reverend J. M. Carson of Lynchburg, Virgiaiiii, = 
Reverend Arthur P. Gray of Amherst, Virginia; Mr. Stephen R. 
Harding of Amheret, Virginia. They appointed: Reverend Carl 
E. Grammer, Ui.D., of Norfolky ?ia:^giate| ir« W* t^^^«y. »*D, 
LL.D., of Blacksbury, Virginia; Judge Legh R. Watts of Portsmouth 
Virginia. These men were the first Board of Directors of Sweet 


13. 


Indiana Fletcher WilllaiMt, "The Will of Indiana Fletcher WilliamB, " 


"Record Bo^?l pf Directors." Sweet Briar Institute, 1901-?.p 19k > 
A general of the courseB to be offered. It states; "At the 

^ening it will be best,, 1^ the judjment #^6Bdl^ifei^,, 
offer courses In literature, classical or general, in science 
and of a more or less predominautly artistic character. In the 
formulation of such coxirses, the mM^M iiMNlMi^ 'Wl^ 
tftia ^sentials of liber§a exd-tiBE^ ^ W^mM^^ is e<»se. ** 


Sweet Briar College Catalogue 
Brier GoU^j' 


of 



June 1925. p 7. 

Vol* I 

See p^gfi 1-2 Of this paper and note #9. 


Briar Goia^ge ^ An Interpretation" In 
i0 mx |6-.. Bm&t .;apl»r imW^^f 


jw pt Briar College Catalogue . I91I-I917, "(^HaXom^ of Bvmt 
-^"^ College," 1911-1912. ,p 66. 


17. 
18. 

19. 


21. "Reports of President Mary K. Benedict to the Board of Directors 

^ eefe mm^ mm^> ^»^^*.mm^-:^'^^^^^i^ 22, 1912.^ 


"Reports of President Mary K. Benedict to the Board of Directors 
of Sweet Briar College." I909-I914. Report of November 22, 1912. 

X find 5''*'' 


23. 


Though the first report was titled Regort of the Committee cai . 
^Sw^^vm, no Goaaaittee wi^^fefei^ iWis «3a«%e«. 1^ (kaiHtii^^ 
tee on Instruction came into existence in I916-I917 school year 
and is so titled in all records found. The May report was found 
3m '^m ^ ^mi Bmtruction Cooaodttee rejpc^rtf m€ te. el^ed 


iaculty Meeting 0f 
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W-y 3} 1927- P 1. fte&Mjautes state; "...Professor Sparrow re- 
ported Hot %)m Committee on CurricuXat;, . gtfa 


"Instnsetiion l9iS m'i 


'mi Jaausa^ 1928. pp 1, 


^li^ali Fletcher was Indiana Fletcher WilllomB father. (1789-1858) 

Martha von Brlesen. The Lettersof Ell.lah Fletcher . Univem 

fress of yir|lni» Charlottesvllle, I965. p 16. Letter of 

. .... - " 


See page 2 of this paper and note # I3. 
"The Miftslon Statessen^ 


3^ 3fn * 


fiev* Ctol B. mmm^^ ^Miia^^ MdresB, June 3, 192if; 
Personality and Education" in Bulletin Sweet Briar CqOljl^^ 
Vol. VII #5. Sweet Briar Institute^ Jul^r X^k. p 12.^^ 

Sweet Briar College Catalogue. I906-II. 
Sweet Briar Institute" 1^6-1^7. p XI. 


ANHOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 


The Royal Touch y Routledge and Kegan Paul, I973. 
mock covers Ms topic, loyalty to Kings, In an unusual 
way; through the sacredness of Kings. Jm^ia%e &f 

the Royal Succession of Western European io^%p|^ WOmX^ 
the understanding of this work. 

voa meeen, Martha. The Letters of Eli.jah Fletcher . University Press 

When Mr. Fletcher came to Virginia in I810, he was a man of 
moderate means. On his death in 18^8^ his estate was of con- 
8t^^i« mim^ fiMip saucer laaiana, his estate later 
"became Sweet Briar College, Mr. Fletcher's lettei^r iB^aUeet 
his business dealing, his life style, and his oplnioss m 
^imet topics, talking education for women. 
Location: Sweet Briar Library, stacks. 
"Faculty Meeting Minutes," Vol. 1-8. I906-I929. 

Before I911 the faculty meeting minutes included a detailed 
account of the problems and decisic^s -^^^m^m^ 
In 1911 the Board of Directors formed the faculty into com- 
ffllttees Vhleh then handled these problems. The committees 
reported to the faculty as & l^ii^. ^tff^Oiy in tlie- f^llm^iag 
asnner: "the 'x' Committee presented its report. It was 
seconded, carried, and filed'i " About the only thing left to 
the facul-t^ m^m^ Wtfi ^'tai^ling ot 

dent matters. Though the meetings were not very detalleC^ 
through them I was able to confirm when reports of the 

taitoBi^iffls mm^t^ mm^' ■wmmmm m Acuity and if 

they were uccepted. 

Location: Office and Workroom, to the right of door, first 
se^foit, fmae^ shelf. 

Grammer, Rev. Carl ^.^ "Commencement Address, June 3, 1924; Person- 
i^t% IM H^^SIMg^ Ih Boiletln Sweet Bric^r CtolleRc Vol. 
■ VII #5. Sweet Briar Institute, JiUy 1924* 

It should be noted that this was a commencement address, a 
time when speakers are noted for painting a bright and che- 
erful view of whatever topic they are speaking about. It is.: 
unclear if Rev. Grammer ' is stating what Sweet Briar was like^ 
0t v&filt Ire wanted it to be. mher way it is what Sweet 
Briar should be. 

Location: Archives of Sweet Briar College. Ri^t side fro» 
door, third section from window, aeccaid shelf. 

"Instruction 1926 - Au$. l|^,t'* 

i*eports iMitiil*^ Tecommendations of changes in the cur- 
jT^ca^um. Reports stated results of surveys and m30 
^i^^s in cour^QB, O^ie Msgr xei^sirt states it maSmv 



^e^jOHSaendations, but the wording reflects a dlsUke of tt^ 
Home EconoBiics Department. 

Location: Office and Workroom, ri^t tie 

first section^ se90na shelf, 

1^^^ finilie Watts. "Sweet Briar Collet „ 
Bulletin S weet Briar Col la|^. m vin 
lastitute, June 192 5. 

Miss McVea's artleXe:-i^:|i^ap®B^4ff te'^vtom' m me 
o£a Sweet Briar education. She has only praise for Sweet 
maa? and from it one would think Sweet Briar was perfect. 
Thus, her pM^^ S %© good to be totality 

believed . 

^^^ives of Sweet Briar College. To the right 
•m.m6.mm^- W^^m window, second shelf. 

"The Mission Statement of Sweet Briar College." May 13, 1977. 

li^i^*^i^tal^t was written by the present faculty members of 
Sweet Briar i^iaege. It shows their conception of 
^iar, ediiii^li^and women. This statement will probably 
^^Ml^ m ^mWimhm tis miumnae, perspective students 
and faculty, a@i im.-mm Qt Urn U^^^tme p-lnted Wm& 
College. 

Location: tSte34iB, ^ eopy i have was copied from Mr. 

Berg's copy, fmg^, ^smm ms iwisi': mm^. 

has a ~~ 


Board of Directors." ^»S» ^i^ute, I9OI-?. 

The minutes of the Board contained only general references 
to academic problems. Mostly they concerned theasel^ with 
financial matters. ^ 
Location: Room safe in ^»i^fess^**i» ' 
from safe, third shelf. 

of President Mary K. Benedict to Sm^^ Mrtsm^g of 
Sweet Briar College'." 1909-191!^. 

Presid^t Benedict is very specific about her opinion of the 
Home Economics Department and Its detrim^« 
the college. She also m^s j^as^xa^idMlfmfl im e^^^et im 


Location: Room safe in Treasure's 
across from safej, third shelf. 


mar Col lege Catalogue . I906-I932. (5 vols.) 

The course of instruction in each catalogue contained a 
^^mm-^-mt each course offered, Including all Home Econ- 
courses. The absence of the Home W^^&mMm'W^^^ 
in I9ig8-1929. told me of its demise. The catalogues 
answer just about all the questions a new or perspecti^ 
atadent may ask. 

I^^tion: Archives of Sweet Briar College. 

^ctl<Mi tr<m window, third shelf. 


